
1 
Drew S. C. Mery 2013 (updated 2015) 

Preparations for Evangelism 
Seven Disciplines for a Faithful and Effective Witness 

 

 

 

Introduction 

So you want to engage in more serious evangelism on a more regular basis.  Where do you begin?  

How do you prepare?  That’s what I intend to answer here, providing you with important 

preparatory guidelines, along with suggested resources,1 in order for you to make the most of your 

witness for Christ. 

Evangelism is a weighty matter.  It is the communication, through word and/or writing, of the most 

glorious and important news in history – the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ for the 

salvation of sinners (e.g. Mk. 10:45; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; 1 Tim. 1:15).  Evangelism is focused on the glory 

of God and the salvation of lost souls by means of faithfully communicating the biblical gospel.  

This is simply something we cannot do in our own strength or wisdom.  That being said, there are 

certain measures that we can take in order to insure that we go out prepared, with right motives, 

and in the power of the Spirit.  Two passages sum up well what our mind-set in evangelism should 

be, and what the following preparation seeks to accomplish:2  

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 “And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of 

speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  For I determined to know 

nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  I was with you in weakness and 

in fear and in much trembling, and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive 

words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would 

not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.”  

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 

for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 

destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up 

against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience 

of Christ.”  

The cross of Christ is to be our central message, the Holy Spirit is to be our strength, and the word 

of God is to be our weapon.  In evangelism we exalt the name of Christ and tear down objections 

                                                           
1 I do not necessarily agree with everything within each resource. However, I have carefully chosen sound, Evangelical resources. 
Be discerning and compare everything to Scripture. 
2 All Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Bible (NASB). 
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raised against Him by means of the truth of the Scriptures.  Our trust must be in God and His grace.  

If we wish to be faithful and successful in evangelism, this must be our approach.  

The following preparation points are not necessarily in order of importance, nor are they 

necessarily in chronological order.  In fact, they should be continual practices in our lives, and will 

therefore overlap one another. 

 

Preparation #1: Pray Daily  

We cannot emphasize enough the importance of prayer.  Prayer is a fundamental characteristic 

of the Christian life; so much so, that Paul told believers to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17).  

Through it we praise God and demonstrate our utter dependence upon Him for all things (Mt. 6:9-

13).  In Acts we see the church emboldened through prayer to speak the word of God (Acts 4:29-

31).  Elsewhere, Paul encouraged believers to pray at all times in the Spirit and to be steadfast in 

prayer, at the same time praying for him, for open doors and for boldness and clarity of speech 

(Eph. 6:18-20; Col. 4:2-6).  Needless to say, prayer is an essential discipline and component of the 

spread of the gospel.  We must regularly be in prayer, asking the Lord for open doors, for strength 

and boldness, for clarity of speech, and for lost souls to be saved.  This is where we cast off self-

reliance and cry out to the Lord for grace and power through His Spirit.  

Suggested Resources  

1. A Method for Prayer (by Matthew Henry) [This resource is available online for free: 

http://www.matthewhenry.org]  

2. The Ability of God: Prayers of the Apostle Paul (by A. W. Pink)  

 

Preparation #2: Have a Thorough Knowledge of the Gospel  

This should be the most obvious point of all, as evangelism is the process of making known the 

gospel and calling people to the blessings and promises of the gospel through repentance and 

faith; yet, I fear there are many on the streets attempting to share the very thing they know so 

little about.  Are you able to spend a considerable amount of time explaining why the Son of God 

had to take on flesh (e.g. Gal. 4:4-5; Heb. 2:14-18), the meaning of the cross (e.g. 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 

3:13), and the significance of the resurrection (e.g. Rom. 1:4; 4:25; 1 Cor. 15)?  Are you able to 

explain the holiness and justice of God (e.g. Isa. 6:3; Rom. 3:25-26), as well as the heinous nature 

of sin (Ps. 51:4; 1 Jn. 3:4)?  Can you discuss the fallen nature of mankind (e.g. Eph. 2:1-3; 4:18-19), 

the nature and necessity of regeneration/new-birth (e.g. Jn. 3:3-8), and the responsibility of 

people to repent and believe (e.g. Lk. 24:47; Acts 20:21)?  These are important truths that have to 

do with the gospel.  Unfortunately, many Christians have merely memorized a few things to say 

(in a few minutes), without being adequately taught in the truths of the gospel.  If you are 
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determined to hit the streets for the purpose of evangelism, first determine to sit a while in deep 

study and contemplation on the glorious truths of the gospel (e.g. 1 Pet. 3:18).  

Suggested Resources  

1. What is the Gospel? (by Greg Gilbert)  

2. The Gospel’s Power & Message (by Paul Washer)  

3. In My Place Condemned He Stood (by J. I. Packer and Mark Dever)  

4. God is the Gospel (by John Piper)  

5. Right with God (by John Blanchard) 

 

Preparation #3: Study Biblical Principles of & Approaches to Evangelism  

The Bible is not silent on the principles of and approaches to evangelism.  Unfortunately, the way 

that many practice evangelism today demonstrates that they haven’t taken the time to study how 

the Bible instructs us in these things.  For instance, it is not uncommon to hear the far-from-biblical 

statement, “God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life”.  This statement, however, 

sidesteps the biblical teaching on God’s holiness, as well as His just wrath toward sinful mankind 

(e.g. Ps. 7:11; Rom. 1:18).  It also down-plays the fearful end of those outside of Christ – hell – and 

leads to improper motives for coming to Christ.  

We must engage in evangelism according to the teaching of the Scriptures and the example of 

Jesus and the apostles.  For example, knowing the purpose of the Law in evangelism will prove 

exceedingly useful (e.g. Rom. 3:19-20; Gal. 3:24; 1 Tim. 1:8-11).  Also, knowing the summary 

framework of the gospel – God/Creation, Man/Sin, Christ/Salvation, Call/Response – will help you 

to engage in clear, thorough, and faithful evangelism.  

There have been a number of evangelism methods utilized throughout the years.  Perhaps the two 

most popular ones today are “The Way of the Master” (by Ray Comfort and Kirk Cameron) and 

“Two Ways to Live” (by Matthias Media).  I personally appreciate both methods and find them 

both very useful and biblical.  However, I think a blend of the two proves most biblical.  “The Way 

of the Master” has a good emphasis on the Law, really striking the conscience of sinners; however, 

it can be a bit canned.  On the other hand, “Two Ways to Live” has a good emphasis on the 

redemptive-historical aspect of the gospel, as well as an emphasis on mankind’s accountability 

toward their Creator (God).  However, they conclude with a suggestion – “Which of these [two 

ways: ‘My Way’ or ‘God’s New Way’] represents how you want to live?” – rather than what we so 

commonly see in Scripture – a command to repent and believe.  Nonetheless, these are excellent 

guides to assist you in presenting the gospel.  The important thing to remember when evangelizing 

is that you don’t want to get stuck in a canned approach or method.  Different circumstances will 
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call for different approaches and emphases. The more familiar you are with the gospel and the 

different approaches, the easier it will be for you to adapt to the circumstances.  

Suggested Resources  

1. Tell the Truth (by Will Metzger)  

2. Learning Evangelism from Jesus (by Jerram Barrs)  

3. The School of Biblical Evangelism (by Ray Comfort and Kirk Cameron)  

4. The Way of the Master (by Ray Comfort)  

5. “Two Ways to Live”: http://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl  

 

Preparation #4: Study the Fundamentals of the Faith  

The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, instructing him to “Retain the standard of sound words which 

you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 1:13).  This suggests 

to us a systematic theology or statement of faith held in common confession by the Church (c.f. 

Acts 20:27; Heb. 2:1; Jude v. 3), in which Christ is the center.  It is important that we have a good, 

working knowledge of the fundamentals of the faith (e.g. inspiration of the Bible, the attributes of 

God, the nature and sinfulness of man, the person and work of Christ, the nature of the Church, 

the person and work of the Holy Spirit, last things/end times).  Knowing these things will give us 

greater insight into the purpose and practice of evangelism.  Further, people may ask you 

questions about the Christian faith during evangelism, to which you will have to supply an answer 

(even if that answer is “I’m not sure.  I’ll have to look into that and get back with you.”).  Having a 

thorough knowledge of the fundamentals of the faith will also come in handy when you are 

confronted with cults, such as Mormonism or Jehovah’s Witnesses.  It is important for you to know 

what you believe and why you believe it (demonstrating it from the Scriptures).  In short, we should 

strive to maintain a broad knowledge of the Scriptures and the Christian faith (which leads into 

the next point).  

Suggested Resources  

1. Concise Theology (by J.I. Packer) 

2. Christian Beliefs: 20 Basics Every Christian Should Know (by Wayne Grudem) 

3. Manual of Christian Doctrine (by Louis Berkhof) 

4. Foundations of the Christian Faith (by James M. Boice) 

5. 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith & the Baptist Catechism 
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Preparation #5: Read the Bible Daily  

We typically eat three full meals in a day, with a snack or two in-between.  Why? Well, obviously, 

because we get hungry and our bodies need the nutrients.  We need food to survive.  In like 

manner, the word of God is our spiritual food, nourishing our souls.  Without it we have no 

spiritual/eternal life (Mt. 4:4; Jn. 6:68; 17:17).  The apostle Peter said, “like newborn babies, long 

for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2).  Have 

you seen a hungry baby/infant before?  They fuss and cry until they get their food.  Do you get 

fussy and cry out for God (like an infant cries for its mother) when you haven’t read or heard the 

preaching of God’s word for a while?  You should!  The word of God nourishes our souls and helps 

us to grow in sanctification.  Further, unlike God, we forget things (quite easily too!).  For these 

reasons, and more, it’s important that we daily read, study, and meditate upon the Scriptures.  The 

more regular we are in our reading of the Scriptures, the more prepared we will be in our 

evangelism.  After all, evangelism is fundamentally the communication of God’s word, with an 

emphasis on the gospel.  Therefore, the more familiar we are with the general scope of the Bible, 

the more equipped we will be to provide a thorough and faithful witness, to include responding 

to those who ask questions or throw out objections.  So read the Bible, and read it daily!  

Suggested Resources  

1. Bible reading plans: http://www.esv.org/resources/reading-plans-devotions  

2. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth (by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart)  

3. How to Study the Bible (by John MacArthur)  

 

Preparation #6: Memorize Scripture  

This point ties in strongly with the former, and builds upon it.  Not only should we work to maintain 

a general knowledge of the whole of Scripture, but we should work to memorize key Scriptures.  

When you read through the book of Acts, what do you notice about the apostles’ evangelistic 

sermons?  There are certainly many things to take note of; however, one thing you should note is 

the numerous quotations from the Old Testament Scriptures in their sermons.  They didn’t have 

personal Bibles back then, like we are privileged to have today.  They had those Scriptures 

memorized!  A psalmist referred to Scripture memorization as storing or treasuring God’s word in 

our hearts (Ps. 119:11).  There are many benefits when it comes to storing God’s word in our 

hearts.  When it comes to evangelism, however, the benefit is being able to provide an on-the-

spot testimony of the truth of Scripture (God’s word), especially those texts that really focus on 

the gospel and salvation (e.g. Gen. 1:1, 26-27; Isa. 53:4-6; Jn. 3:16-18, 36; Rom. 3:21-26; 5:8; 6:23; 

Gal. 3:13; Eph. 2:8-10).  Scripture memorization will especially come in handy when people ask 

you questions or throw out objections.  You usually don’t have the time to flip through the pages 
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of your Bible, and therefore you should be able to supply a quick response from the Scriptures 

that you have stored in your heart. 

Suggested Resources  

1. “Fighter Verses”: http://www.fighterverses.com  

2. “Verse Card Maker”: http://www.mcscott.org  

3. Scripture Memory Cards (by “Living Waters”): http://www.biblicalevangelism.com/448  

 

Preparation #7: Study Apologetics  

Apologetics comes from the Greek word apologia, essentially meaning “defense; answer”.  The 

primary text of Scripture used in support of the apologetic process is 1 Peter 3:15, “but sanctify 

Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to 

give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.”  Apologetics is 

basically the discipline of explaining why you are a Christian (i.e. the hope of the gospel), as well as 

defending the Christian faith against objections raised by non-Christians.  For this reason, 

apologetics involves the familiarization of fundamental beliefs in other religions (e.g. Islam, 

Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses; Roman Catholicism).  This allows you to be more prepared in 

defending the Christian faith, knowing ahead of time how to approach a certain person, and 

anticipating certain questions and objections that may be raised.  However, apologetics first begins 

with a familiarization of the Bible, and knowing what you believe and why you believe it.  After all, 

you can’t defend what you do not know and have not become convinced of.  This is why I placed 

apologetics last in the list of preparation work.  First things first; know your Bible!  This is the most 

important part of apologetics. 

Suggested Resources  

1. Covenantal Apologetics (by K. Scott Oliphint) 

2. The Ultimate Proof of Creation (by Jason Lisle)  

2. What’s the Difference? (by Fritz Ridenour)  

3. Truth Matters (by Darrell Bock and Andreas Köstenberger)  

4. “Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry” (by Matt Slick): http://www.carm.org  

5. “Alpha & Omega Ministries” (by James White): http://www.aomin.org  
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Conclusion 

There are numerous sound resources available in the areas we have looked at.  I have only supplied 

a small fraction of them.  Please keep in mind that you don’t have to read a bunch of books or 

online resources before you can start evangelizing.  While you should go out equipped and 

prepared, don’t get stuck in the trap of always studying evangelism and apologetics, but never 

moving beyond that to engage people with the gospel.  There has to come a time when you put 

into practice what you have studied and become convinced of.  You will find that these things 

become solidified in your heart and mind as you put them to use.  Remember, trust the Lord in all 

things. 

Now, you may be asking, “OK, you’ve provided some really good points with a lot of good 

resources; but with all these suggested resources, where do I begin?”  Good question.  I highly 

recommend you begin with Greg Gilbert’s book, What is the Gospel?. This book clearly and 

concisely lays out the biblical gospel, demonstrating the biblical framework: God, man, Christ, 

response.  After that, I would recommend Jason Lisle’s book, The Ultimate Proof of Creation.3 This 

book will supply you with a solid foundation to defend the faith against the secular mindset of our 

culture.  Further, Tell the Truth, by Will Metzger, is a must read on biblical evangelism!  After you 

have read these three resources, you should have a good idea of where you want to go from there.  

You should also have a solid foundation and begin to evangelize with confidence.  But again, don’t 

wait until you’ve read all these resources before you begin evangelizing.  In fact, the more you 

evangelize, the more you learn, and the easier it becomes. 

Remember, always soak your evangelistic efforts in prayer.  It is by God’s might and grace that our 

evangelism will be fruitful, not our own might or wisdom. 

 

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” –Romans 10:17 

                                                           
3 You can watch a video presentation of this material here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvRy6AjeyLc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvRy6AjeyLc

