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FROM DEATH TO LIFE 

Man’s Journey from Adam to Christ 

Romans 6:23 

(An Evangelistic Sermon for Street Preaching) 

by Drew S. C. Mery 

 

 

I would like to share something with you today, something very heavy on my heart.  It has to do 

with something we all experience, we all face, and I believe something we all contemplate (at 

least from time to time).  The thing I want to speak with you all about today is the very real and 

very sobering subject of death.  However, I want you to know at the start that what I have to 

say does have a very hopeful and blessed ending. 

 

The Bible says, in Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Now, I want us all to consider, first of all, the first half of that 

statement: the wages of sin is death. 

 

THE NATURE OF SIN 

What is sin?  The Bible tells us that sin is lawlessness, and that everyone who makes a practice 

of sin practices lawlessness (1 Jn. 3:4).  That is to say that man lives as if they have not been 

given a law to live by.  The Bible also makes clear that we all are guilty of lawlessness, “for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).  So, what law is it that we all have 

broken?  This law is none other than the law of God.  Because God is our Creator we are 

accountable to Him.  Revelation 4:11 says, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory 

and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were 

created.”  However, we have not honored God as we ought.  We have not made it our priority 

to glorify Him in all that we do.  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 

to his own way….” (Isa. 53:6a).  We have scorned the word of our Creator, and we have set 

aside His law in order to make one of our own, a law that suits our own agendas, our own 

fleshly desires.  Man has made man the measure of all things, when in reality it is God who is 

the measure of all things.  By man’s law man appears quite good and innocent.  But when we 

are placed at the bar of God’s holy law, we can only cover our mouths in astonishment and 

pronounce ourselves guilty before this holy and just Creator; that is, if we do not foolishly 

attempt to justify ourselves. 
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I want you to know that God’s law is a direct expression of His holy character and points to Him 

as the Ruler of creation.  Therefore, when God’s law says “You shall not murder” (Exod. 20:13), 

we are directed to the truth that God is the giver and taker of life.  And Jesus said that if you 

have anger in your heart toward someone, then you are guilty of murder (Matt. 5:21-22).  

When God’s law says “You shall not commit adultery” (20:14), we are directed to the truth that 

God established marriage between a man and woman as a life-long committed relationship, 

and that what God has brought together man is not to tear apart.  And Jesus said that the one 

who lusts (or has sexual thoughts) after another person has committed adultery in their heart 

(Matt. 5:27-28). God is the faithful God, and adultery is an act of unfaithfulness.  When God’s 

law says “You shall not steal” (20:15), we are directed to the truth that God gives and takes 

away, and to take something that is not ours is to encroach upon God’s exclusive right.  When 

God’s law says “You shall not lie” (20:16), we are directed to the truth that God is the God of 

truth, not a god who lies or caters to falsehood.  Again, when God’s law says “You shall not 

covet (or desire something that is not yours)” (20:17), we are directed to the truth that God is 

to be our desire, and that what we have is from Him, and therefore to covet another person’s 

possessions is to bring into question God’s goodness and righteousness. 

 

This, and so much more, is sin!  The Bible says, “For you may be sure of this, that everyone who 

is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the 

kingdom of Christ and God.  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these 

things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience” (Eph. 5:5-6).  The consequence 

of sin is the just wrath of God.  This brings us to the other point: the wages of sin is death. 

 

DEATH: SPIRITUAL & PHYSICAL 

There are two aspects to this death.  The first is spiritual and the second is physical. 

 

Spiritual Death.  The state of mankind is that of spiritual death.  This was brought about by our 

first parent, Adam, when he transgressed the law of God.  God warned him that he would 

surely die if he disobeyed His command (Gen. 2:15-17).  God is true to His word, so when Adam 

sinned, spiritual death followed.  The loving fellowship that once existed between God and man 

was broken, for it is sin that separates us from the holy God who created us.  Because of this we 

all are born into this world with corrupt natures, and with wills bent on disobeying God.  The 

Bible says that by nature we are children of wrath (Eph. 2:1-3).  This is the kind of death that 

mankind experiences now, from the moment of birth. 

 

Physical Death.  However, one day we will all face physical death, just like those who have gone 

before us.  10 out of 10 people die.  We can’t escape it.  It is a sobering reality that exists all 
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around us.  All of this is due to sin.  The Bible says that “it is appointed for man to die once, and 

after that comes judgment” (Heb. 9:27).  The Bible refers to this judgment as the “second 

death,” when all those found guilty before God’s judgment throne are thrown into the Lake of 

Fire (Rev. 20:14-15).  Please, do not take this lightly.  The consequence of your sin is eternal 

condemnation.  The holy and just God who created you has made this abundantly clear. 

 

However, there is yet hope!  God is also loving, merciful, and gracious.  He has made a way of 

escaping this judgment to come.  This brings us to the second part of our text: but the free gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

ETERNAL LIFE: THE FREE GIFT OF GOD 

We are told that one does not need to die in their sins.  No, God gives eternal life, and it is a 

free gift.  You can’t earn eternal life.  There is nothing you can do to make God look upon you 

favorably.  It is by grace that one is saved, through faith.  It is a gift of God, not of works, so that 

no one may boast in themselves (Eph. 2:8-9).  All boasting is to be in God!  What, then, is 

eternal life?  The Bible says, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (Jn. 17:3).  Eternal life is the blessed life with God and His 

Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

ONE WAY: IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD 

This is important.  There is only one way of salvation – that is, of forgiveness of sins and eternal 

life.  “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  You must be found in Christ, having a 

righteousness not of your own by the law (for we have already observed that all have broken 

God’s law), but the righteousness of God that is through faith in Jesus Christ (Phil. 3:9).  Jesus is 

the holy and righteous one (Acts 3:14), who perfectly fulfilled God’s law.  God brought about 

this salvation in Christ through the cross.  The Bible says, “For our sake [God] made [Christ] to 

be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 

5:21).  On the cross Jesus bore the sins of the world, taking the wrath of God for sin upon 

Himself, so that all those who believe in Him will not perish, but will have eternal life (Jn. 3:16).  

Christ delivers from the wrath to come (1 Thess. 1:10).  By rising from the dead He 

demonstrated that He accomplished salvation and defeated sin and death (Rom. 4:25; 1 Cor. 

15).  Therefore, those who forsake their godless ways and believe the gospel – Christ crucified 

and resurrected for the salvation of sinners – have the promise of eternal life (1 Jn. 2:25). 

 

Listen, you may go from death to life today!  Turn to the Lord and live.  Why should you perish 

in your sins when the grace of God is held out to you this day?  Come to the Lord and live! 


