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The Ten Commandments 
Exodus 20:1-17 & Deuteronomy 5:6-21 

(Bible Insert) 

“Jesus answered, ‘The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL!  THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE 
LORD; AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND 

WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
STRENGTH.’  The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’  

There is no other commandment greater than these.’” (Mk. 12:29-31) 

#1: “You shall have no other gods before Me.” 
We are to acknowledge, honor, glorify, serve, and worship God as the one true God.  
There are no other gods. 

 Gen. 1:1; Isa. 44:6, 8; 45:5-6; Jer. 10:10-11; Jn. 17:3 
 
#2: “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or idol, and worship it.” 
We are not to make or worship idols, nor are we to attempt to depict God by images.  
Idols are not only material, but may also be in our hearts, especially if we have 
unbiblical ideas of what we like to think God is like (e.g. “My god would never do 
that.”) 

 Deut. 4:15-19; Mtt. 6:24 
 
#3: “You shall not take the Lord’s name in vain.” 
God’s name is synonymous with His glory and goodness.  His name is holy because 
He is holy.  We are to revere and hallow His name.  We are not to use it falsely or as 
a curse word. 

 Lev. 19:12; Mtt. 7:21-23 
 
#4: “You shall remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 
The essence of the Sabbath is grounded in creation (Gen. 2:2-3), and therefore is 
perpetual.  It is holy to the Lord.  The Christian Sabbath is the Lord’s Day (Sunday), 
being changed due to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  One day in seven we are to 
rest and set aside our weekly endeavors, for the purpose of worshiping God and 
looking forward to that final rest that Christ has accomplished and will establish once 
and for all at His return.  It is important to remember that the Sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the Sabbath, lest we fall into legalism.  Further, Jesus, the Son of 
Man, is Lord of the Sabbath (a claim to being God). 

 Lk. 6:1-11; Acts 20:7; Heb. 4:9; Rev. 1:10 



Drew S. C. Mery (2013, 2014) 

 

 
#5: “You shall honor your father and your mother” 
This is the first commandment with a promise (living long in the land or on the earth).  
Parents are God’s ordained means of raising children, especially in the fear of the 
Lord.  They are our authority, therefore we are to respect and obey them. 

 Prov 6:20; 20:20; 23:22; Eph. 6:1-3; Col. 3:20 
 
#6: “You shall not murder.” 
God is the giver and taker of life.  Every single person has innate dignity due to the 
fact that they are God’s image-bearer (even if that image is distorted). 

 Gen. 9:6; Mtt. 5:21-22 
 
#7: “You shall not commit adultery.” 
God is the God of faithfulness, so when His image-bearers commit this act of 
unfaithfulness it dishonors and misrepresents His holy character.  Further, it is a 
breaking of the covenant bond of marriage, which was established by God. 

 Prov. 6:32; Mtt. 5:27-28 
 
#8: “You shall not steal.” 
God is the one who gives and takes away.  That is His divine right, not ours.  Stealing 
is an unrighteous way of gaining things. 

 Prov. 6:30-31; 20:17 
 
#9: “You shall not bear false witness, or lie.” 
God is the God of truth, and He therefore does not cater to falsehood.  Even “white 
lies” are condemnable, because they are half-truths meant to mislead people.  Lying 
often brings harm upon others, even ourselves. 

 Exod. 23:1-3, 7-8; Ps. 58:3; Jn. 8:44; 1 Jn. 2:21 
 
#10: “You shall not covet, or wrongfully desire.” 
When we covet another person’s goods or property, we are essentially bringing into 
question God’s goodness and righteousness, as if we have not received something 
that we deserve.  Covetousness leads to envy, jealousy, and theft, and is an 
expression of ungratefulness toward God.  It is selfish. 

 Ps. 10:3; Eph. 5:5; 1 Tim. 6:10; 2 Pet. 2:14 


